Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 26, 2020
The kingdom of heaven is like a

merchant searching for fine pearls.
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Today’s Gospel introduces us to
someone who is a seeker: a merchant on
a quest for fine pearls. Like many of us,
this merchant is searching for something
specific. And in the midst of his search, he
finds something far more wonderful than what
he expected: one single pearl of surpassing
value, a “pearl of great price.” Seeing it, he
gives up the search for those “fine pearls.” He
commits himself fully to obtaining that one
beautiful pearl—so much so that he sells
everything else so that he can buy it. Jesus
says this merchant shows us what the
kingdom of heaven is like. But, finding Jesus
and being part of his kingdom far surpasses
the happiness that anything else can give. In
him we find the answer to our deepest
longings for love and reconciliation. For
security and fulfillment. For purpose and
meaning.
“Lord, help me to see you as a priceless
pearl worth everything in my life.”

ST. MARY ALTAR SOCIETY REMINDER:
Just a reminder that we will be doing
the shoeboxes again this year! You
may obtain a shoebox and fill your
own, or you may donate individual
items that the Altar Society will
assemble in the boxes at the end of the year.
Right now most school supplies are on sale
and are perfect items to be included in the
boxes. Thank you for your generous support
of all our Altar Society projects!

St. Michael
the
Archangel

MONDAY, JULY 27
8:00 AM (W) – +Father Tom Holinga
TUESDAY, JULY 28
8:00 AM (P) – +Joshua Gambrel

(Matthew 13:45)

Envelopes Used

MASS SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Defend us
in battle

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 — St. Martha
8:00 AM (P) — +Dan Yonikus
THURSDAY, JULY 30 — St. Peter Chrysologus
8:00 AM (W) – +Bernard Evans

FRIDAY, JULY 31 — St. Ignatius of Loyola
8:00 AM (P) – All Parishioners
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 — St. Alphonsus Liguori
8:00 AM (P) – Emma Brandon
4:00 PM (W) — NO MASS
6:00 PM (P) — NO MASS
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 — Eighteenth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Please contact the Parish Office with names of those in need of our prayers.
Coy Bainter — Bryce Hubbard — Janet Main
Nancy Main — Lynette Schafer — Carol Seybold
PRAYER FOR PRIESTS —by St. Therese of Lisieux
O Jesus, eternal Priest, keep your priests within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart,
where none may touch them. Keep unstained their anointed hands, which daily touch
Your Sacred Body. Keep unsullied their lips, daily purpled with your Precious Blood.
Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, sealed with the sublime mark of the priesthood.
Let Your holy love surround them and shield them from the world’s contagion. Bless
their labors with abundant fruit and may the souls to whom they minister be their joy
and consolation here and in heaven their beautiful and everlasting crown. Amen.
He who honors a priest honors Christ; he who insults a priest insults Christ.
~~ St. John Chrysostom
If I saw an angel and a priest, I would bend my knee; first to the priest and
then to the angel.
~~ St. Francis of Assisi

8:30 AM (P) – Matt Schulte
10:30 AM (W) – +Jay Kaiser

Date: Monday, July 27, 2020
Time: 10:00 AM
Place: ST. MARY’S Parish Hall
ST. MARY
JULY 26 — 8:30 AM — SUNDAY
Lector – Mark Welch
Ushers – Volunteers
Server – Bodie Marable
AUGUST 2 — 8:30 AM — SUNDAY
Lector – Craig Welch
Ushers – Volunteers
Servers – J.J. Petty

Pizza and salad will be provided.
Monetary donations accepted.

I Still Believe

From the makers of I CAN ONLY IMAGINE
comes the true life story of Christian music
mega star Jeremy Camp and his remarkable
journey of love and loss that proves there is
always hope in midst of tragedy and that faith
tested is the only faith worth sharing.

ST. MARK
JULY 26 — 10:30 AM — SUNDAY
Lector – Melissa Neff
Ushers – Volunteers
AUGUST 2 — 10:30 AM— SUNDAY
Lector – Andrew Fearneyhough
Ushers – Volunteers

The Springfield Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
(SDCCW) have postponed their annual convention. This
event, "Living God's Plan for Life, Love and the Family"
featuring speaker Coleen Kelly Mast, will be held September,
2021 in Jacksonville. Due to Coronavirus restrictions, it was
impossible to be held this year. Angela Lipcamon, president of the former Jacksonville
Deanery, and her committee thank everyone for their understanding and patience at
this time.

CONGRATULATIONS
ST. MARK’S Parish celebrated with the following as they
received the sacrament of Confirmation on
Friday, July 24, 2020

CONFIRMATION
Adrienne Kaufman
Cameron Sievers
Mia Sievers
Will Sutton
Devon Williams

ST. MARY’S extends congratulations to Gianni and Rachel
Vitale on the baptism of their son, Alessandro Luciano
Vitale, Monday, July 20th. We welcome Alessandro to St.
Mary’s Parish!

July 26, 2020

. Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
ST. MARY

Movie & Potluck — Monday, July 27, 10 AM (4th Monday of the month) — Parish Hall.
(Pizza and salad will be provided — monetary donations accepted).
Divine Mercy Chaplet & Rosary — 3:00 PM in the Church (weekdays).
Confessions — after Sunday morning Mass or by appointment.

ST. MARK
Confessions — after Sunday morning Mass or by appointment.
Bread of Love Program — August 24-28; October 5-9; November 16-20.

45-Day Rosary Prayer Crusade
for the United States of America

July 1—August 14, 2020

Prayer To Be Freed of the Seven Deadly Sins








O meek Savior and Prince of Peace, implant in me the virtues of gentleness and
patience. Let me curb the fury of anger and restrain all resentment and impatience so
as to overcome evil with good, attain your peace, and rejoice in your love.
O Model of humility, divest me of all pride and arrogance. Let me acknowledge my
weakness and sinfulness, so that I may bear mockery and contempt for your sake and esteem myself as
lowly in your sight.
O Teacher of abstinence, help me to serve you rather than my appetites. Keep me from gluttony—the
inordinate love of food and drink—and let me hunger and thirst for your justice.
O Lover of purity, remove all lust from my heart, so that I may serve you with a pure mind and a chaste
body.
O Father of the poor, help me to avoid all covetousness for earthly goods and give me a love for heavenly
things. Inspire me to give to the needy, just as you gave your life that I might inherit eternal treasures.
O Exemplar of love, keep me from all envy and ill-will. Let the grace of your love dwell in me that I may
rejoice in the happiness of others and bewail their adversities.
O zealous Lover of souls, keep me from all sloth of mind or body. Inspire me with zeal for your glory, so
that I may do all things for you and in you.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS FAMILY CORNER:
Fully Alive and Building the Domestic Church
JULY — Witnessing to the Faith

Families play an indispensable role in the new evangelization. We want to share our faith with
other families and those who are far away from God. Invite a family member, friend or
acquaintance to Mass, adoration, or a faith-forming event with you. For ideas and a guide for this
family project see Page 35 of The Family Fully Alive. Books are available in the back of the
church.
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Weekend Mass: / Sun. 10:30 a.m. / NO SATURDAY EVENING MASS
Daily Mass: Mon., Thurs. 8:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: after Sunday morning Mass or by appointment.

Diocese of Springfield in Illinois

(217) 698-8500
www.dio.org
Bishop Thomas John Paprocki
Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation Number
217-321-1155

Rev. Mark A. Schulte, Pastor
Deacon Mr. Michael “Kim” Scott
Pastoral Associate/DRE: Gloria Heinen
Secretary: Pat Galle
Office Hours: Monday—Friday
8:30 a.m. -- 11:30 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. -- 4:30 p.m.

